
Argument
Writing

Objective: Students will state a claim, support it with evidence, and use a warrant to 
show how evidence supports the claim.

WASLEY ENGLISH MAKEUP WORK

Name: Period:



What do you think about this guy?

Observations

● He’s rich

● He’s a performer

●  

●  

●  

●  

●

● He has fancy clothes

● He’s swinging a cane

●  

●   

●  

●  

●

Fill in the bullet points with 
your own observations and 
thoughts on this guy!



● Claim: What you are arguing.

● Evidence: Supports up your claim.

● Warrant: Explains the evidence (“In general,” 
“as a rule,” etc.).



The man is _______________ because______________. 
As a rule, _____________________________________.

rich he’s wearing fancy clothes

wealthy people can afford nice clothing

CLAIM EVIDENCE

WARRANT

Using your observations and ideas about the man with the cane, 
make 3 arguments using the format claim + evidence + warrant.

1. The man is _______________________ because____________________. 

As a rule/in general, _______________________________________________.

2. The man is ____________________ because_______________________. 

As a rule/in general, _______________________________________________.

3. The man is _____________________ because_______________________. 

As a rule/in general, _______________________________________________.



Toulmin’s Theory of Argument



At five-feet-six and a hundred and ten 
pounds, Queenie Volupides was a sight to 
behold and to clasp. When she tore out of 
the house after a tiff with her husband, 
Arthur, she went to the country club where 
there was a party going on. She left the 
club shortly before one in the morning and 
invited a few friends to follow her home 
and have one more drink.

They got to the Volupides house about ten 
minutes after Queenie, who met them at 
the door and said, “Something terrible 
happened. Arthur slipped and fell on the 
stairs. He was coming down for another 
drink—he still had the glass in his hand—
and I think he’s dead. Oh, my God—what 
shall I do?” 

The autopsy conducted later concluded 
that Arthur had died from a wound on the 
head and confirmed that he’d been drunk.

Did Queenie lie to the police?



Evidence Warrant

ex. He’s lying backward on the ground.

1.

2.

3.

ex. As a rule, when you fall down the stairs, you fall 
forward land on your front.

1.

2.

3.

Use this graphic organizer to prepare your argument as to whether or not 
Queenie lied to the police. Include at least 3 pieces of evidence. Remember, each 

piece of evidence must have a warrant that explains why it is valid.

Claim (the point you are arguing - either Queenie lied or she did not lie): 



Develop an argument in paragraph form as to whether or not Queenie lied to the 
police. Use at least 3 pieces of evidence. Your argument will follow the format 
below:

● Claim
● Evidence 1
● Warrant 1
● Evidence 2
● Warrant 2
● Evidence 3
● Warrant 3
● Concluding sentence(s) (restate your claim).

Putting together an argument.

Attach your argument on a separate sheet of paper or email it to 
Mrs. Wasley. Be sure to hand in this whole packet for credit.


